
The LL.M. Winter Writing Program – January 2010 
Instructions for LL.M. Students 

 
Introduction 
  
Participants in the Winter Writing Program (WWP) will devote the winter term 
exclusively to the intensive research and/or writing of a paper worth 2 or 3 credits 
under the supervision of an HLS faculty member.  Placement in the program is in 
lieu of taking an HLS course for the winter term.  In order to meet the minimum 
residency requirement, the research/writing done during the term must be for an 
approved writing project worth at least 2 HLS credits.  The application deadline is 
Friday, November 13, 2009. 
   
The work done during winter term is part of a larger project, typically the Written 
Work Requirement.  It is the full project for which you register, and it is for the full 
project that you obtain an HLS faculty supervisor. The WWP itself does not 
confer credit.  The following standard HLS writing formats qualify for the WWP; 
two of the applicable writing credits will be registered into the winter term.   
  

• LL.M. Long Paper written independently (3 writing credits, 2 of which 
would be placed in the winter term).   

• LL.M. Long Paper written in conjunction with a course or seminar (2 
writing credits).   

 
As explained further under Application Process below, the work to be completed 
during winter term should ideally be at least a detailed outline of the paper.  You 
should be sure that the proposed paper is not similar to any other paper you 
have written or are now writing for degree credit.  Please consult your faculty 
supervisor if needed. 
 
In past years, students writing LL.M. Long Papers have reported the benefits of 
participating in the LL.M. Writers’ Workshop and making presentations of their 
work-in-progress to their assigned writing groups.  WWP participants have 
reported this process as an aide to their progress over the winter term.  Thus, 
applicants to the WWP are particularly encouraged to take advantage of this 
opportunity at the earliest possible date. 
 
Remember that if you complete the Winter Term Writing Program, you 
cannot switch to writing a shorter paper later on.  We evaluate applications 
carefully to help ensure that all students who enroll are prepared to make 
substantial progress on their research and writing during the winter term. 
  
 
 
 
 



Check Degree Credit Requirements 
  
It is the responsibility of all applicants considering the WWP in lieu of a winter 
course to first check their LLM credits carefully against HLS degree 
requirements.  Taking the WWP instead of a winter course eliminates the winter 
term as a source of classroom credits.   
  
 
Application Process 
  
Applications should be submitted to the Graduate Program Office (Lewis 203) by 
November 13, 2009.  All applications must be signed by the HLS faculty member 
who is to supervise the project and to whom the student must give a copy of the 
“Instructions to Faculty Supervisors.”  
 

1.  The application must contain a clear description of a feasible topic and a 
workable research methodology, all as set forth in a proposal approved by 
your HLS faculty supervisor.  During the fall term, you must have done the 
necessary research to define your topic, identify key sources and work out 
your approach.  This requirement is meant to assure that intensive 
directed research and/or writing can continue at a strong pace at the very 
start of the winter term.  Students who have progressed with their 
intensive research prior to the winter term should find it possible to present 
to the faculty supervisor at least a detailed outline (or a first draft) by the 
end of the term.   

 

2. The application must include an arrangement for adequate supervision 
and assurance that the work will be done while the student is in residence 
in Cambridge.  Such an arrangement will entail formal meetings and 
informal contact between the student and the faculty supervisor. 

 

3. Work Outside of Cambridge:  A small number of students may be 
permitted to do their research outside of Cambridge during the winter term 
if necessary to the project.  If you propose to do this, your application must 
make a clear case as to why you cannot do the work in Cambridge, define 
the nature and scope of the research work, and specify how your time will 
be spent outside Cambridge, including specific dates and locations. 
Where interviews are contemplated, please also include the names of the 
subjects, the dates on which the interviews will take place, and a draft 
interview script. The application must include an arrangement for 
adequate supervision by your HLS faculty supervisor and assurance that 
the work will be done by the deadline specified below in Completion of 
Work. 

 
 
 



Important Note:  Students on visas who propose to travel outside the United 
States for the WWP should contact Ms. Miriam Schmidt of the Harvard 
International Office at (617) 496-2819 before you apply to the WWP.  
Changes in the laws may affect your ability to travel outside the United States 
and to return. Please also check this web site: 
http://www.hio.harvard.edu/students_scholars/travel/. Any student considering 
travel outside the United States should check all relevant travel advisories, 
and will be contacted separately regarding procedures for international travel. 

 

4. If you are registered in a winter course for which add/drop is administered 
through the Office of Clinical Programs (“OCP”), you must follow OCP 
procedures and drop deadlines to avoid receipt of a WD; for further 
information regarding drop deadlines for clinical courses, you should 
contact OCP directly. 

 

5. If the project in your WWP application is in addition to any other extra- 
credit writing project(s) that you have in progress, you must complete a 
Written Work Log, signed by the HLS faculty supervisor of each project, 
and submit it with your WWP application.  Use the log to document 
projects with different advisors or separate projects with the same advisor.  
If you have questions about the multiple use of one paper, as specified in 
the 2009-10 HLS Handbook under Academic Honesty, please consult with 
the Graduate Program Office before the WWP application deadline.    
  
 

Faculty Supervision 
 
By February 12, 2010, each faculty supervisor will file a written report indicating 
that s/he has received the work specified for the winter term and that the work is 
complete and satisfactory.   
  
Your WWP application should represent a thorough and complete process of 
planning and discussion with your faculty supervisor since this same faculty 
member will supervise you through to completion of your paper. 
 
 
Completion of Work 
  
The work to be completed during winter term is not graded separately from the 
final paper. The work to be completed during the winter term must be submitted 
to your faculty supervisor by a date s/he sets with you that allows your supervisor 
to submit signed confirmation to the Registrar’s Office by February 12, 2010, that 
the specified work is complete and satisfactory.  If the work to be completed 
during the winter term is not the final paper, the final paper is due on April 23, 
2010, or by an earlier date if required by your supervisor. 
 



Calendar for the January 2010 Winter Writing Program 
  
November 13, 2009  Application deadline 
January 4, 2010  Start of winter term  
January 23, 2010  End of winter term  
January 25, 2010  Start of spring term 
February 12, 2010 Deadline for faculty supervisors to report completion 

of WWP work to the Registrar’s Office. 
  
 


