Zinaida Miller  3/5/07
A Very Brief, Preposterously Selective, But Hopefully Helpful Timeline of Some Relevant Moments

Having lovingly carved up the conquered Ottoman Empire territories between themselves after World War |, France
and Britain agreed that Britain would control Palestine and Transjordan.

2 November 1917: Balfour Declaration—"His Majesty's Government views with favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this
object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country”.

1920: San Remo Conference decides to assign the Mandate for Palestine (and Transjordan) under the League of
Nations to Britain; the Mandate power officially came into operation in 1923

1936-39: Palestinian general strike and revolt

1937; Peel Commission Report — recommendation by a British Royal Commission outlining a partition plan with a
Jewish state on 20% of Mandatory Palestine and an Arab area joined with Transjordan on another 70%. A narrow
strip including Jerusalem and Bethlehem would continue to be ruled by Britain. The plan, as you might guess, was
not adopted.

1939; White Paper on Palestine — major British limitation on Jewish immigration and land purchase and
announcement of new policy for government of Palestine, rejecting the feasibility of partition

29 November 1947 United Nations General Assembly votes to endorse the UN Partition Plan for a Jewish state and
an Arab state, with Jerusalem as an internationalized city (see map).

30 November 1947: Civil war breaks out in Palestine

December 1947-March 1948: "First wave” flight - exodus of upper and middle class Palestinian families, especially
from Haifa and Jaffa (major urban centers of Palestine}

March 1948: Plan D produced by Haganah
14 May 1948: The Biritish officially leave Palestine

15 May 1948: Proclamation of the State of |srael
Entry into Palestine by armies of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Transjordan, Egypt

April-June 1948: “Second Wave” Palestinian exodus

9 - 18 July 1948: “Third Wave" Palestinian exodus (the “Ten Days”)

October -November 1948: “Fourth Wave" Palestinian exodus

11 December 1948: UN Resolution 194 *Resolves that the refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at
peace with their neighbours should be permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation

should be paid for the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or damage to property which, under
principles of international law or in equity, should be made good by the Governments or authorities responsible..”

7 January 1949: End of hostilities (“end” being rather a relative term in this area, obviously...)
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